THE SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP FOR INDEPENDENT HR AND TRAINING CONSULTANTS
What is our Group Purpose?
· To provide a forum for those members of the CIPD Cumbria Branch who work as Independent HR or Training Consultants. This includes sole traders, people working as associates or very small limited companies.
What are our Group Aims and Objectives?
To provide the opportunity for:
· Networking, mutual support and social interaction
· Developing links within the group and exploring associate working opportunities
· Personal and professional development
· Developing links with similar groups within and outside the CIPD
· Establishing a directory of HR and Training service providers based in Cumbria
· Organising or delivering events on subjects that are of interest to the group and to Cumbria CIPD
What is discussed at meetings?
Meetings are very relaxed, informal and fun! We warmly welcome all new members and encourage maximum participation. As you can imagine having several independent enthusiastic people in one room at the same time requires a little structure so everyone has the opportunity to speak and listen. Our agenda typically includes:
· Introductions (for new members)
· Hot Gossip (exchange of information about business activity and opportunities in Cumbria)
· Show and Tell (presenting topics of general interest to the group)
· Sounding Board (using the group as a sounding board for new projects and gathering/sharing experience and ideas)
· Date, Venue and Agenda items for next meeting (our agenda is very flexible and we do change it in response to feedback from the group)
Who is in the Group and when are the meetings?
The group currently consists of 11 members and has initially agreed to meet every 6-8 weeks, at 6.00 pm on a Tuesday or Thursday evening. The meetings alternate between Penrith and Keswick. As more people join the group these arrangements will be reviewed as we want to ensure all members find meetings accessible and are able to participate.
How do we link into the Cumbria CIPD Branch?
Fortunately several members of the group are also on the Branch Committee. This ensures there is regular dialogue between the two groups and wherever possible mutually beneficial relationships are formed. 
How do I find out more about the group?
If you would like to know more about the group please contact : 
Simon Whalley - Chair 
Email: simonwhalley@bluetree-d.co.uk
Phone: 015394 46469
Mobile: 07968 095597
