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                                            Find the route to CIPD membership that works for you and the membership grade that demonstrates your level of knowledge and experience.
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                Become a member

                        
                            All you need to know about the various routes to becoming a CIPD member.
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Whether you’re just starting out, building your career, or working at the highest level, there’s a route to CIPD membership to suit you and a membership grade to demonstrate your level of knowledge and experience.

		

	


            



    

            
                
What can CIPD membership do for you?

	Professional credibility and recognition for your skills and abilities.
	The support and shared experience of more than 160,000 people professionals in the worldwide CIPD community.
	Boost your career prospects and earning potential.
	Exclusive member benefits to add impact to your work every day.


            

    





    

            
                
Routes to becoming a CIPD member 


There are several ways you can be awarded membership of the CIPD: you can either study for a CIPD qualification or have your professional experience assessed. 

Once you've completed your qualification you'll be rewarded with either Foundation or Associate Membership. You can then progress on to Chartered Membership or Chartered Fellowship.  If you are an experienced people professional, and qualifications are not for you, you can be awarded Associate, Chartered Member, or Chartered Fellow by completing our direct entry, Experience assessment.

If you’re already studying for a CIPD qualification, you can join as a Student Member today. 
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                    Route to membership

                    1. Study a qualification

                

If you’re beginning or developing your career in the people profession become a member by studying a qualification.  

	
You enrol at a study centre to take a qualification, completing relevant modules and coursework 


	
It takes eight to 12 months to complete our new Foundation qualification, 12-16 months for our Associate qualifications, 16-24 months for our Advanced qualifications. 


	
Depending on the qualification you study, you’ll become either a Foundation or Associate Member, and may be able to upgrade to Chartered Member or Fellow if you have the required experience. 
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                    Route to membership

                    2. Have your experience assessed

                

If you’re an experienced people professional and can demonstrate how you meet the membership standards, become a member by completing an experience assessment.  

	
You’ll complete a series of online assessments and have a professional discussion with an experienced assessor. The knowledge you’ve gained, the way you work, and your impact as a people professional will be reviewed and assessed. 


	
Experience assessment can take as little as four months. This route does not require study or exams. 


	
You’ll become an Associate Member, Chartered Member or Chartered Fellow, depending on your experience. 
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                    Route to membership

                    3. Join as a Student Member

                

Student membership shows you’re committed to your professional future. It gives you the strength of CIPD support for your study success, and works with CIPD qualifications to put you on the path to professional recognition.

This grade could be for you if:

	you’re currently studying or are about to study a CIPD qualification
	you may be looking for your first role in the people profession, or you could already be working within a people team
	you could be working full or part-time alongside your studies


When you complete your studies, you’ll become a Foundation Member or Associate Member.
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Apply for Academic membership

Academic membership is for academics and researchers working in the field of HR and L&D.

In order to be awarded an Academic membership grade, you'll be formally assessed via an online Microsoft Teams Peer Review discussion with one of our academic assessors who are experienced academics. We’ll also gain workplace feedback from people you work with about your work and the impact this has had in your institution and the HR profession
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                    Discover the value 
                    

                        of CIPD
                    

                

                
                    
                        

Did you know that CIPD membership and qualifications make you more in-demand and increase your salary potential?
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        Find the best route to membership for you
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                Explore membership grades

                

            

                
                    
                        
                            Student member
                            
                        
                    

                    For those studying a CIPD qualification to build their learning and boost their career prospects
                
                
                    
                        
                            Foundation member
                            
                        
                    

                    For people professionals who apply their knowledge to deliver strong tactical support
                
                
                    
                        
                            Associate member
                            
                        
                    

                    For people professionals whose work is operational with some complexity: you’re beginning to contribute your thinking to people issues and solutions
                
                
                    
                        
                            Chartered Member
                            
                        
                    

                    For people professionals who work strategically and operationally with some complexity. You’re actively driving and managing change to meet your organisation’s needs
                
                
                    
                        
                            Chartered Fellow
                            
                        
                    

                    For people professionals who combine strategic insight and people expertise with commercial acumen, to change the way organisations think about their people
                
                
                    
                        
                            Academic membership
                            
                        
                    

                    For teachers, lecturers and researchers in the HR and learning and development fields
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            Get in touch

            Have a question? 

Please complete the fields below and a member of our team will be in touch.

 

        
            
                
            

        

        
                
                    



    First Name
    




    Last Name
    




    Email
    




    Nature of enquiry
    
            -- Select an option --
        
Branches or regions enquiry
CIPD Learning and training courses
Complaints and feedback
I have a learning hub content enquiry
I have a learning hub technical enquiry
I used to be a member and I'd like to come back to membership
I'd like to become a CIPD member
I'd like to become a CIPD member using my existing experience
I'd like to study a CIPD qualification
I'd like to upgrade my membership level
Membership enquiry
Services for employers
Website support





    Your message
    





        
The telephone fields below are optional.
        

        
The telephone fields below are optional.
        





    
        International dial code (if outside UK)
        
    





    
        Telephone
        
    






        
Data protection

The CIPD takes your privacy seriously and will keep your personal information private and secure; see our privacy policy for details.
        

        
Data protection

The CIPD takes your privacy seriously and will keep your personal information private and secure; see our privacy policy for details.
        





    
                
                    
                    
                        Please tick this box if you’re happy to hear from us from time to time by email about the other services we provide, such as membership, events, courses and content.You can unsubscribe or change your marketing preferences at any time by visiting our Marketing Preference Centre.
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            Our latest 
            
annual report

        
        
            
Growing our reach, growing our impact – discover how we're equipping our profession to make work work for all.
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                    CIPD member benefits
                    
                        
                    
                

                Explore our extensive member benefits, designed to support you in your work and to help you develop your career.
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                Information and guidance to help you excel in your role, transition into the profession, and manage a career break
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                Join our community of champions for better work and working lives – explore our events, networks, awards and volunteering opportunities
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                        Visit our websites for the latest information and development.
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                                Explore our professional development learning platform.
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                                Keep up with the latest HR and L&D news.
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                                A shop provided by Kogan Page for CIPD students
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                            Enjoy exclusive access to resources, connections, events and support to further develop yourself professionally.
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                        Find help and support or contact us.
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    Help
                                    
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    Membership help
                                    
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    Learning help
                                    
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    Profession Map FAQs
                                    
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    Connect with our teams around the world
                                    
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    Contact us
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                    
                

            

        

    

    
        
            
                
                    © Copyright The Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development 2024, 151 The Broadway, London, SW19 1JQ, United Kingdom.Incorporated by Royal Charter. Registered as a charity in England and Wales (1079797), Scotland (SCO45154) and Ireland (20100827). 
                


                
                    
                        
                            Accessibility
                            Privacy policy
                            Cookie policy
                            Terms and conditions
                            Modern slavery statement
                        
                    

                

            

        

    

    

    

    
    








    
